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Alumna Liseli Sumbwanyambe wins Award for Professional Services
in the We Are the City Rising Stars Awards 2023
 

Alumna Liseli Sumbwanyambe (MPhil Bioscience Enterprise, 2020) has been awarded
a prize in the Professional Services category of the We Are the City Rising Stars
Awards 2023.

The awards champion up-and-coming female talent in the UK and was sponsored
by Royal Bank of Canada and Oliver Wyman. Liseli was selected from over 1,450
nominations for her outstanding work in UK&I business innovation. You can read
more about Liseli and her award below. 

Liseli also offered some inspiring after-dinner remarks at the Alumni Society
Concert & Dinner on 23 September for which we are incredibly grateful. 

Congratulations Liseli!
 

Read more.

Alumna Swetha Kannan wins prestigious Diana Award recognising
her charity foundation. 
 

This year’s Diana Award recipients represent some of the most inspirational young
people from across the UK and around the world. These exceptional young people
have demonstrated their ability to inspire and mobilise new generations to serve
their communities and create long-lasting change on a global scale. Among them is
St. Edmund's alumna Swetha Kannan (MPhil, mt.2021), founder of the Lalitha
Foundation, which works to improve the psychological wellbeing of cancer patients
in India, transforming numerous lives with their dedication and compassion.

Swetha's vision was shaped by their personal experiences as a primary caregiver
and, under their inspiring leadership, the foundation has educated, screened and
provided psychotherapy to several thousand cancer patients and caregivers. They
have also mobilised emergency psychological support services during COVID,
trained healthcare providers and partnered with schools to deliver mental health
education programmes. They have received numerous honours for their work and
continue to collaborate globally to make psychological care an equitable resource.

You can read more about the Diana Awards, Swetha, and the other recipients at the
link below. 
 

Read more.

Alumnus Dr Babu Thaliath wins the 2023 KAAD Stiftung Peter
Hünermann Prize
 

Former visiting scholar Dr Babu Thaliath has won the 2023 KAAD Stiftung Peter
Hünermann Prize, for which he was nominated by the foundation. Babu was invited
by the KAAD (Katholischer Akademischer Ausländer-Dienst) Foundation to attend
the annual academy in Bonn, Germany where he received the award on 28th April
and also spoke about "participation" in a philosophical context. 

Congratulations Dr Thaliath!
 

Alumni Gathering in Hong Kong  
 

Vicci Lau, Alumni Society representative based in Hong Kong, kindly hosted a
gathering for Eddies Alumni and incoming students which was also attended by
Kate Glennie, Development Director. The event was held in Harry's Bar at the Ladies'
Recreation Club, HK,

The evening was a huge success and Vicci has gone on to offer advice to other
prospective regional reps looking to host similar events in their areas. 

(Pictured, left-right: Manfred Yuen, Vicci Lau, Carmen Fung, Dillys Tam (incoming
student), Jenzen Fung, Kate, Matthew Wong (guest of an alumni from Peterhouse),
Erica Liu, Jacqueline Chan, Elaine Wong, Helena Qiu, Kenyon Chow (incoming
student), Sylvia Lee)

Alumni support secures the purchase of commemorative blades for
Mays '22 M2 Crew 
 

In the 2022 May Bumps, the St Edmund's M2 crew went +7 and won their blades in
a technical bump. Thanks to the generosity of a group of donors, the College has
been able to celebrate this achievement by ordering an oar for the College and
subsidising the crew to buy their own blades. The commemorative oar now hangs in
the CR alongside the others in our fine collection.

Thank you to our donors for enabling the College to celebrate the crew’s
achievement in this way.

Pictured: some members of the M2 crew (Left-Right: Claire Fuller, Sean Thompson,
Madan Parajuli, Daniel Wigh, Toby Harris, Georgi Karadzhov, Alex Fulton)

Pride & Prejudice Gets a Swiftie Update for the Eras
 

Audiences were delighted by Annie-Grace's adaptation of Jane Austen's Pride and
Prejudice, presented by Lara Estupian Caceres in the beautiful Orchard of St
Edmund's, as a prelude to May Week.

A live string group serenaded the actors with Taylor Swift adaptations as they
presented the adventures of Lizzy Benet with just the right amount of humour and
period costume. The weather was perfect and the evening sun, reflected from the
Luzio Library, was the ultimate in eco-stage lighting.

We hope that this will be the prelude to many more theatrical evenings in our
beautiful grounds.

Travel Award facilitates Structural Treatment of a 16th-century
Italian Panel Painting
 

St Edmund's student Rebekka Katajisto received a College travel award to complete
a rare and exciting opportunity to study with art historians and conservation
experts in London. Speaking on her experience, Rebekka notes:  

"I was granted a travel award a few months ago that made it possible for me to
complete a structural treatment of a 16th century panel painting at Simon Bobak’s
conservation studio in London beginning in March 2023. The experience was
fantastic, and the treatment brought the painting back to a unified, legible picture
from the two pieces it had split into. The treatment was extremely complex – it was
noted that this was one of the most difficult treatments the studio had received in
the past decade. I was able to partake in other treatments and learned a lot about
structural conservation.

The painting arrived at the Hamilton Kerr Institute with a large split along the
vertical axis. As a result, it had developed gull-winged curvature, compromising not
only the legibility of the image, but also the structural integrity of the panel.

Conservation literature that provides detailed descriptions of the procedures of
structural conservation is sparse. The conservator must rely on their years of
practical experience, which translates into cumulative knowledge and empirical
judgement. Carrying out this work would have therefore been impossible without
the structural expertise at the studio. Knowledge of this type of work can only be
passed on from structural specialists by means of side-by-side working."

Read more.

Dr Peter Jackson, Emeritus Fellow
 

Members of the College were saddened to hear that Dr Peter Jackson died on 14
May 2023.

Elected a Fellow of St Edmund’s College in 1990, Dr Jackson served as Senior Tutor
from 2002 to 2006.

The Master has written to Dr Jackson’s widow and the College’s flag was flown at
half-mast on 23 May in his honour.

An obituary by Professor Michael Herrtage, Dr Anthony Palmer and Sir Brian Heap
can be found on the College website.

A memorial service for Dr Peter Jackson will be held in College on November 4th.
You can register to attend with this link.
 

Read more.

Professor Owen Gingerich, former Visiting Fellow of St Edmund’s
House
 

Professor Owen Gingerich, former Visiting Fellow of St Edmund’s House, died on 28
May 2023, aged 93. He was one of the greatest historians of science in the 20th
century. He specialised in the history of astronomy in the Early Modern Period,
particularly Copernicus and Kepler, and was a Visiting Fellow of St Edmund’s House
from 1977 – 1978.

Professor Gingerich was a close colleague of Michael Hoskin, Simon Mitton, and
Revd. Professor Ernan McMullin, Honorary Fellow of St Edmund’s College and
emeritus O’Hara Professor of Philosophy University of Notre Dame.
 

View in your browser
 

 

 

Dear ,

Whether you are in Cambridge, in Christchurch, or in California, this news update is
for all Alumni, to keep you up to date with your global network of friends &
colleagues at St. Edmund's College.

College has welcomed a whole crop of new Eddies for Michaelmas Term, and as the
season begins to turn we look back at everything that has been going on with our
community since Easter term and over the long vacation. 

We were recently pleased to welcome Alumni back to College for the annual Alumni
Society Concert & Dinner, coinciding with the Cambridge University Alumni Festival,
and were treated to a spectacular piano recital by our very own Dr Andrew Lim, as
well as a sumptuous dinner laid on by the kitchens that went down a treat. We're
looking forward to another night of celebration in November with our ever-popular
Annual London Dinner at the Oxford & Cambridge Club and hope to see some of
you there. 

If you have any news, stories, or updates that you would like to share with the
alumni community, please submit them using this form. And as ever - we love to
hear about your personal developments as you progress in your life and career, so
please keep in touch and update your contact details. 

With best wishes,

The Development Team

 

Alumni News
 

 

 

 

Read more.

Former Chapel Schola member appointed
Director of College Music at Worcester
College, Oxford
Caius Lee, member of the Chapel Schola from 2018 to
2021, has been appointed Director of Music at
Worcester College, Oxford, from Michaelmas 2023.
During his time at Cambridge he founded the Florence
International Singing Programme, and became a
trustee of Awards for Young Musicians, a charity
devoted to providing musical opportunities for
children and teenagers from low-income families.
Since graduating in 2021 Caius has been working with
the National Schools' Singing Programme in the
Diocese of Leeds, inspiring hundreds of schoolchildren
from disadvantaged state schools to engage in singing
- a mission which is as much social as it is musical.

Caius said "I loved my time singing at Cambridge - The
Schola gave me a chance to continue my Catholic
music education from Leeds, and singing one-to-a-
part massively improved my musicianship and sight-
singing. I also met some lovely people, who were all at
different stages of their musical and academic
journeys."

 

 

Upcoming Alumni Events
 

We host a series of events throughout the year, at home and abroad, for Alumni to
connect with the College community and to support members at all stages of their
lives and careers. Here are a few of the upcoming events.

If you would like to host an event, or have suggestions for an event you would like
to see, contact the Development Office. 

Register now.

Alumni Society Annual London
Dinner - 7 November 2023
The Chair of The St Edmund's Alumni
Society, Mr Edward Hagger, would like
to invite Eddies Alumni to attend the
Alumni Society Annual London Dinner at
the Oxford and Cambridge Club on
Tuesday, 7 November 2023.

This event is a wonderful opportunity
for members of our Alumni community
to get together for an evening of fine
dining in the sophisticated setting of a
Grade II listed Clubhouse in the very
heart of London. The evening will begin
with a Drinks Reception at 7pm,
followed by a three course dinner with
wine at 7.30pm. Dress code is lounge
suits.

Register now.

College Guest Night Dinner - 8
December 2023
The St Edmund's College Alumni Society
invites alumni to dine at a
special College Guest Night
Dinner on Friday, 8 December
2023.  The Alumni Society generously
subsidises the cost of the four course
dinner, with wine, for up to 30 alumni.  
Alumni are welcome to invite up to two
guests each at a cost of £45.00 per
person, including VAT. The evening
starts with a Drinks Reception at 7pm in
the Garden Room, followed by Dinner at
7.30pm in the Dining Room.

Dress Code: Dress is formal (not Black
tie).

Please note that cancellations of guest
places less than 14 days prior to the
event cannot be refunded. 

Places are non-transferrable unless
agreed with the Development Office.

 

Sports at St Edmund's
 

Eddies' Success at
Varsity Clay Pigeon
Shooting
St Edmund’s Masters
student Ciara Clogger-
Rodrigues recently
competed in the Varsity
Clay Pigeon Shooting for
the Women’s B Team.

Cambridge managed to
take multiple victories,
winning in the Women’s A
and B’s along with the
Men’s A team! The
Cambridge Women’s B
Team won convincingly
against Oxford with a
score of 182 to Oxford’s
116, with Ciara bringing
in a personal score of 59,
the highest score in the
Women’s B’s for both
Cambridge and Oxford.

Congratulations, Ciara!

Sofie Pultz wins
outstanding
contribution to
sports award
At the University's sports
awards, Sofie Pultz
(Badminton) won an
award for outstanding
contribution to University
and College sport!

Sofie is among six other
winners of the
Outstanding Contribution
Award. Between them, the
six have given 30 years of
their time and effort to
the sports clubs! All have
held multiple roles and
contributed behind the
scenes as well as on the
field. They have all been a
credit to their clubs,
colleges and to
Cambridge over an
extended period, and will
be sorely missed!

Congratulations, Sofie!

St. Eddies Football
Team wins Cuppers!
Congratulations to the
Eddies football team who
brought home the trophy
for cuppers. This triumph
was the tip of the
sporting iceberg as
Eddies crews raced in the
bumps and the cricket
team came second in
their cuppers matches,
among many others who
competed for College and
University. Well done all!

 

Theater and the Arts at St Edmund's
 

 

The Von Hügel Institute
 

Read more.

Richard Ayoade and Lydia Fox
Lead ‘King Lear’ Performance-
Based Workshop for St Edmund’s
Students
The VHI recently welcomed writers
Richard Ayoade and Lydia Fox, newly
admitted Distinguished Members of the
VHI, to facilitate a student workshop at
the College.

'Under [the] excellent direction from
Lydia Fox and Richard Ayoade, we were
able to reinterpret and replay the same
scene from King Lear as if it were
entirely different,' said Dion Everett, BA
English, 2021. 'The project was
engaging and enlightening, both on a
textual and performance level, and I
only wish we'd had four hours rather
than three to explore!' Read more.

VHI Academic Officer Delivers
Lecture and Workshop at
Europa-Universität Flensburg
On Friday, 23 June, VHI Academic
Officer Dr Thomas Graff visited the
Europa-Universität Flensburg in
Flensburg, Germany, in order to deliver
a lecture and graduate workshop in the
fields of interreligious dialogue and
conflict resolution.

The visit is part of an ongoing
collaboration between the Von Hügel
Institute and the Wasatia Graduate
School. In Fall 2023, St Edmund’s will
host a cohort of students from the
Graduate School for a conference
entitled, 'Conflict Resolution and
Interreligious Encounter’.

 

Fellowship News
 

Read more.

Bye-Fellow offered
prestigious FRCPath
(Hons) Fellowship
Dr Effrossyni Gkrania-
Klotsas is to be awarded a
prestigious Honorary
Fellowship by the Royal
College of Pathologists
for services to
immunology.

Read more.

Bye-Fellow Benedikt
Löwe elected to
membership of
Academia Europaea
Professor Benedikt Löwe,
Bye Fellow of the College
and Director of Studies in
Mathematics, was elected
as a member of the
Academia Europaea (MAE)
in the Classes Humanities
(Section Philosophy,
Theology and Religious
Studies) and Exact
Sciences (Section
Mathematics)

BUTTON

Professor Harris
Beider appointed Pro
Vice Chancellor for
Research, Innovation
and Engagement at
University of
Bradford
Prof Harris Beider –
College Bye-Fellow – will
be leaving his current role
as Head of the School of
Social Sciences at BCU
after accepting the role of
Pro Vice-Chancellor for
Research, Innovation and
Engagement at the
University of Bradford.

 Three of our Governing Body Fellows have been awarded
professorships within the University of Cambridge.

Congratulations to Professor Sandesh Sivakumaran (Law), Dr Alberto Feduzi (Judge
Business School), Dr Kristen MacAskill (School of Technology)

Read more.

Dr Ed Kessler appointed UK
Chair of the Progressive Judaism
Advisory Board
Dr Ed Kessler MBE, College Fellow and
Founder President of the Woolf Institute
has been asked to play a key role in the
creation of one Progressive Judaism for
the UK. As one of the Jewish
community’s leading thinkers and
academic, he has been appointed as
Chair of the Advisory Board overseeing
the unification of Reform and Liberal
Judaism.

Read more.

Professor Chilvers steps down as
Head of the National Heart and
Lung Institute
After a term of five years Edwin Chilvers,
Emeritus Professor of Medicine, stepped
down from his role as Head of Institute
at the National Heart and Lung Institute,
Imperial. Institute Manager at NHLI,
Joanna O’Brien, reflects on the impact
Edwin had on the Department “Edwin
improved transparency in decision-
making and communication across the
Department, so that everyone in NHLI
was kept informed and able to ask
questions, be that through all staff
meetings or access to Executive
meetings. He demanded and delivered
high standards and professionalism in
everything we do at NHLI across our
research, educational and administrative
endeavours”.

Read more.

Fellow Commoner invited to
become a patron of Highland
Games
St Edmund’s had a presence at the
Glenisla Highland Games in Angus,
Scotland this summer. Fellow
Commoner Stephen Jolly will be known
to many for his role as Master of
Ceremonies at this year’s Burns Supper.
His guest, a senior member of St
Andrew’s University Kate Kennedy Club,
delivered the traditional address to the
haggis. Known north of the Border as
the 30th Baron of Stobo, Stephen has
now been invited to become a patron of
one of Scotland’s most prestigious
Highland gatherings. He is featured here
with a Chieftain of Clan McIntosh. We
understand plans to introduce caber
tossing and the Highland fling to
College are under active discussion!

 

Obituaries
 

 

 

Alumni Invited to Keep In Touch

We love to hear from all Eddies alumni, whether it be a change of address, a career
move, or any other big life event - and we want to keep you up to date about
information and events going on in St. Edmund's and beyond. 

Please let us know of any changes in your contact details using the form below so
that we can stay in touch. 

UPDATE CONTACT DETAILS

 

You have received this email because you are a
member of St Edmund's.

We take great care to manage your data
responsibly, you can read more in our data
protection statement.

If you wish to unsubscribe, you can do so here.
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