ST EDMUND’S COLLEGE
ALUMNI SOCIETY

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting

Date: 28 September 2024
Time: 5:00 pm
Location: Garden Room, St Edmund’s College

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 pm.

|. Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Committee members:

- Ms Savina Geerinckx

- Ms Irene Nicolau

- Mr Elias Mead

- Ms Vicci Lau

2. Minutes of the Previous Meeting

Apart from a minor correction of date, the minutes of the previous AGM were approved as a true

record.

3. Chairman’s Report
The Chairman, Mr Edward Hagger, reported that with this AGM and two committee meetings, the
Society had fulfilled its constitutional obligations.

Key points in his report included:

Growth of the College: 500 new students are arriving this weekend, compared with 170 students
during his time as a student.

Subsidized Guest Nights remained a core activity, with |50 alumni benefitting.

Subject Dinners: A law dinner, a Lent BCD, and a College Sports Dinner were supported. These
events served as an unofficial replacement for the postponed 2020 London Dinner, and it was



pleasing to see the Boat Club go from strength to strength with increased participation amongst the
student body.

Thanks were extended to Ms Kathy Begley, and to Honorary Presidents of SECBC Prof Paul Luzio,
Ms Lily Bacon DL, and Mr Andy Harter.

Alumni Society Award (£500 award for outstanding contribution to College life) was awarded to Ms
Alannah Atherton (noted for extensive involvement in CR welfare, Freshers’ Week, Boat Club, and
the Telephone Campaign) and the award was presented by Ms Savina Geerinckx in the Chairman’s

absence.

Student and CR Support: The Society continues to support Freshers’ Week. Despite rising student
numbers, the subsidy requested this year was slightly lower than the previous year.

Events: London alumni gathering at Truckle’s, Bloomsbury, attended by 47 people and nearly self-

financing.

Overseas activity remains strongest in Hong Kong, coordinated by Ms Vicci Lau, with the

development office exploring new networks in in Munich, Washington DC, and Montreal.

The Chairman extended his thanks to the Treasurer, Sam Aworinde, Auditors Ms Pauline Allin and
Dr Robin Chatterjee; Secretary, Mr William Edwards, and Development Office staff Ms Kate
Glennie, Mrs Katharine Cantell, and the events & conference team Ms Kerry Eady and Ms Meg

Spencer-Thomas.

4. Treasurer’s Report
The Treasurer, Sam Aworinde, presented the financial report for FY 202324 noting:

e Income: £15,840 (up 19.3% from the previous year, primarily due to higher student enrolment —
199 vs 169).

e Expenditure: £13,906 (a 2% increase).

e Surplus: £1,934 (compared with a small deficit the previous year).

e Assets: Increased by 4.5%.
Main Income Sources:

e Student fees (approximately two-thirds of total income).
e Alumni events (London Dinner, wine bar meetings, guest nights).

e Bank interest (benefiting from high rates this year).

Expenditure was largely on Alumni events (guest nights, London Dinner, Garden Party); and Student

events (Freshers’ Week, subject dinners, Boat Club, Sports groups, Graduands’ Reception).

The Treasurer confirmed that the Society remains in a healthy financial position with a strong

reserve built up during COVID years.

Acknowledgements were made to the College Accountant, Ms Pauline Allin, and to Dr Robin

Chatterjee, Auditor of the College accounts.



5. President’s Report
Outgoing President, Catherine Arnold OBE, delivered her final report as Master. Key points

included:

e Reflections on her pleasure in working with alumni and the role of the Society in fostering
connections.

e Recognition of the Society’s role in supporting the College’s mission: 'Empowering global talent
to shape the future.'

e Appreciation for alumni networks worldwide, particularly those supported by Ms Vicci Lau.

Incoming President: Professor Christopher Young was welcomed as incoming President. Professor
Young reflected on his career in the School of Arts & Humanities and expressed enthusiasm for

engaging more directly with students and alumni.

Presentation to Outgoing President: On behalf of the Society, the Chairman presented Catherine
Arnold OBE with a bronze pilgrim’s badge of St Edmund the Martyr (c. 500 years old) in recognition
of her service. Catherine Arnold expressed gratitude for the generous and thoughtful gift.

6. Election of Officers
All officers having completed their constitutional two terms were re-elected (co-opted) for a further

year:

e Mr Sam Aworinde

e Mr Edward Hagger
e Ms lrene Nicolau

e Ms Savina Geerinckx
e Ms Vicci Lau

e  Mr Elias Mead

e Ms Kate Glennie

The formal handover of the Presidency from Catherine Arnold OBE to Professor Christopher
Young was completed.

7. Date of Next Meeting
The date of the next AGM was notified as on or around the 27 September 2025, aligning with the

Alumni Festival.'

8. Any Other Business
The meeting noted with regret the departure of Ms Katharine Cantell, Development Manager, who
has taken up the role of Development Director at Robinson College, and expressed its thanks for

her dedicated work on behalf of the Alumni Society and the College.

The meeting concluded at 5:42 pm.

' N.B This notice was given prior to final plans for the Alumni Festival were drawn up. Notice of the
actual AGM date, 26 September 2025, was issued on 26 August.
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